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Cabinet divided over powers of AICTE  

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/cabinet-divided-over-powers-of-aicte_909600.html  

Last Updated: Thursday, February 06, 2014, 23:34 

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet was divided on Thursday over a Bill which seeks to restore the powers of All 

India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) to approve institutes offering technical courses and the matter 

was referred to a Group of Ministers.  

The AICTE Amendment Bill is being brought against the backdrop of a Supreme Court ruling which had 

stripped the body of its powers to approve institutes offering technical courses. It also ruled AICTE does not 

qualify to affiliate MBA and MCA programmes.  

 

According to sources, the matter came up for discussion and there were differences on the Bill, following which 

the issue was referred to a GoM which will be constituted soon. They said several Ministers spoke on the issue.  

 

The HRD Ministry's proposal seeks to amend Section 2(h) of the Act and insertion of Section 24(A) in the 

Amendment Bill.  

 

In its ruling in April last year, the SC had said colleges affiliated to a university do not come under the purview 

of the definition of "technical institution" as defined under Section 2 (h) in AICTE Act, 1987. While the ruling 

had triggered a confusion about the fate of technical education especially of the management programmes, the 

ministry had also decided to bring an ordinance to undo the apex court ruling. 

 

However, the proposal was dropped later as the ministry was unsure about it being carried through.  

 

UGC, meanwhile, has prepared broader guidelines on the matter of affiliating the technical institutes as an 

interim arrangement till the AICTE (Amendment) Bill is passed by Parliament.  

 

Under it, AICTE would set standards for technical institutes but universities would provide the affiliation. The 

institutes on their part would have to get themselves assessed by the National Board of Accreditation. 

Over 50 pc aspirants crack IIT without coaching classes 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/more-than-50-per-cent-of-aspirants-crack-iit-without-coaching-

classes/1/342063.html 

Amid high competition and difficult exams, it's but natural to see students rushing off for coaching classes and 

even juggling multiple tuitions. However, when it comes to cracking at an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

exams, the numbers of candidates attending coaching classes has seen a steady decline.  

Although considered the toughest exams, students are increasingly relying on self studies to make the cut for a 

seat. A JEE chairman echoed the sentiment, mentioning that the number of students attending coaching classes 

is indeed going down.  

An IIT-Delhi report has shed light on the statistics. Around 52 per cent of candidates who cleared JEE 

(Advanced) 2013 used self-study while 48 per cent opted for coaching.  
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Region-wise, Guwahati had the highest percentage of self studying candidates at 61.4 per cent and only 38.6 per 

cent relied on coaching classes. Kanpur had 54.8 per cent self studying against 45.2 per cent for coaching, 

Roorkee with 55.1 per cent self-prepared and 44.9 per cent having attended coaching.  

Among the metros, Mumbai saw 52.6 per cent self-study preparation as opposed to 47.4 per cent through 

coaching institutes, while Delhi witnessed only 47.1 per cent preparing by self study while coaching classes 

were attended by 52.9 per cent.  

The lowest percentage of students using self study was in Madras at 39.4 per cent with 60.6 per cent of 

applicants relying on coaching centers.Whichever way you choose to prepare, by self study or via coaching 

centers, concentration and perseverance will lead you to your destination.  
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